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THE SPIRITUAL 
CONNECTION       
 Portland Spiritualist Church August 2020 

FROM THE DESK 

 
Well, here we are. Three months later and we’re fairly unscathed. 
We’ve been luckier than most and we seem to be holding our own 
against old Mr. Corona. Our heartfelt prayers go out to those who have 
been ill and who have transitioned because of this virus. Our gratitude 
goes out to all of the doctors, nurses and first responders who have put 
themselves in harms way to help those suffering. It’s been quite a haul. 
 
For those of you who may not know, we’ve started to have Sunday 
services again. We started up on the 12th of July with 6 in attendance. 
The next Sunday we didn’t have enough to carry on a service. Last 
Sunday we made it up to 5 for the service with Christine Dube. You 
missed a great talk and session of Spirit greetings from Catherine.  
 
Our Pastor, Rev. Beth Carter, has set up some great safety measures to 
help make our service safe. First of all, half of the chairs have been 
taken away and we now have 22 well-spaced chairs for our 
congregants. The folks that come steadily have their own chairs and 
hymnals marked for just them. Sort of like when you could buy a pew 
in the old days. We are requiring masks be worn throughout the 
service although if it gets to be too much, one can go to the back of the 
room to take a little breather. Hand sanitizer is of course nearby. 
We’ve even set up a plexiglass screen so the speaker at the rostrum 
doesn’t have to wear a mask.  
 
One of the wonderful things about re-starting is that we finally get to 
be face-to-face (sort of) with the friends that we’ve missed. Although 
we’re not having fellowship after the service for now, it’s still great to 
see and talk “in person”. Seeing the expression in someone’s eyes in 
person makes it all worthwhile. 
 
I’ve always thought that the most important part of a church was the 
fellowship. For regular goers, it becomes an extended family. 
Someone to share your highs and lows, your compliments and your 
gripes. To me, it doesn’t feel like a video chat or “Zoom” session 
would cover that. I miss “in person” laughter.  But the times require 
what the times require.  

OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Portland 

Spiritualist Church is to promote 

the science, philosophy and 

religion of Modern Spiritualism 

and its nine principles. 

As Spiritualists, we serve those 

seeking conformation of, and 

comfort in, the concepts of 

continuity of life and Natural 

Law. 

Through Spirit communications, 

teaching, hands-on-healing, and 

public service we bring the light 

and wisdom of Infinite 
Intelligence to our community. 
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My fear though, is that this little glitch in the course of human history will change our attitudes about personal 
contact and fellowship. I can understand those who drop their masks and go to the parties or the outings just like 
the old days. They long for the feeling of being in a crowd of like- minded individuals, being with friends, being 
with family. For now, this kind of action isn’t the wisest or the safest thing to be doing. That’s why we at the 
Church are being so “tough” about distancing and covers and safety.  
 
We want the experience of fellowship, of joining together in the same place to celebrate Infinite Intelligence 
and our Spirit loved ones. For now, we’re being super careful, and some may think stodgy, but in order to get 
back to where we want to be, we have to carefully take our first steps. 
 
When you’re feeling up to it, come for a visit. See you then. 
 
Mike Carter / President / Portland Spiritualist Church  
 

“Imagine you come upon a house painted brown. What color would you say the house was?" 

"Why brown, of course." 

"But what if I came upon it from the other side, and found it to be white?" 

"That would be absurd. Who would paint a house two colors?" 

He ignored my question. "You say it's brown, and I say it's white. Who's right?" 

"We're both right." 

"No," he said. "We're both wrong. The house isn't brown or white. It's both. You and I only see one side. 

But that doesn't mean the other side doesn't exist. To not see the whole is to not see the truth.” 

― Megan Chance, The Spiritualist 

 

 

Classes, Services and Events 

Sunday Services 10:30AM 

Our Pastor makes continuous arrangements 

for speakers. Keep an eye of Facebook and 

the website for information on speakers and 

mediums. 

 

 

Friday Classes 7:30 PM 

For the time being, there will be NO Friday 

evening classes 

KEY: CM-Certified Medium / MPI-Morris Pratt Institute 

Student / Rev.- Reverend / NST- National Spiritualist 

Teacher / CH- Commissioned Healer / LM-Licentiate Minister 

/ M-Missionary       
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________________________________________ 

A Few Things to Remember 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Editor: We are looking for an individual to be the editor of the “Spiritual Connection”. The editor 

should be versed in Windows 10 and willing to seek out information for the newsletter. If you are 

interested, please contact Mike Carter. 

Submissions: We’re always looking for new material to put into the newsletter. If you have items 

that you think will be interesting in a newsletter, you can submit them to the new editor or for the 

time being to Mike at retrac55@peoplepc.com 

Membership Meeting: Due to the continuing conditions, we have postphoned the annual 

membership meeting until a later date. Members will be notified well in advance of the meeting. 

Convention Cancelled: Members of NSAC churches should be aware that the NSAC Convention 

to be held in Arizona this year has been cancelled due to the Covid-19 situation. 

 

Board of the Portland Spiritualist Church 

President: Mike Carter (207) 797-2039 Vice President: Lance Cyr (207) 831-4929 
Secretary: Sallie Chase /Treasurer: Lauren Nelson 

Directors: Inga Olsen / Harvey McCarthy / Joann Sica 
Our Pastor: Rev. Beth Carter CH,CM – (207) 797-2039 

 
Church Web-site: www.portlandspiritualistchurch.org 

e-mail: info@portlandspiritualistchurch.org 

The month of August was originally named Sextilis in 

Latin since it was the sixth month in the ancient Roman 

calendar. The name of the month was changed 

to August in honor of Augustus Caesar in 8 BCE.  

Happy Sextilis everyone!  Prez 
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We are all souls now, each clothed in a material body through which our mental and 
spiritual faculties function. Within this material body is the spiritual or etheric body which 
serves as the vehicle for soul expression the moment transition occurs… 
 
At transition, we enter a world of entirely different environment and purpose where we 
have no more use for the material body that has been shed and laid away, than we have 
for the overcoat in summer. The spiritual body is suited to the conditions of the Spirit 
World; it is this body that is used for spirit – return. 
 
Dr. Victoria Barnes   / https://nsac.org/what-we-believe/religion/ 
 
 

 
For those of you who may be interested. This website has many old time Spiritualist 

newspapers as well as other Spritualist publications from the past. It’s well worth a paruse!  

http://iapsop.com/archive/materials/banner_of_light/ 

cartoons from: Gary Larson 

It’s time we face reality, my friends. We’re not exactly rocket scientists.

 

 


